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TeomeTpuyeckas cTabunbHOCTb KOHCTpYKLMKU TBC BBIP-1000 mmpm sKcriyaTa-
111 BO MHOT'OM OTIPEMeJIAETCA BEINIUHOW ee UITUOHOMN KeCTKOCTU. YMeHblie-
HUE U3TUOHOM )KECTKOCTW BO BPEMSA 3KCIULyaTAllUN B PEAKTOPE MOXKET IIPUBO-
INTb K TakoMy mtporu6y TBC, KoTopwlit 6yAeT 3aTpynHATb TepeMenieHue morio-
WAOWUX CTEPKHEN CUCTEMBL YIIPABEHUA U 3aIUTHL PEAKTOPA B HAIlPaBJIA0-
1mx kaHanax TBC, 4To He OMYCTUMO C TOYKU 3peHuUs 6e30MacHOM KCIUyaTa-
MU peakTopa.

OmucaHbt METOZ, M YCTAHOBKA [J11 UCCIIEI0BAHUA U3TUOHOMN XKECTKOCTU 00M1y-
yerHbix TBC BBIP-1000 B 3amuTHBIX Kamepax. MeTop ocHOBaH Ha U3MepeHU-
AX BeNUIUHLI Tpornba TBC mpu momepeyHbIx Harpyenusax. Harpyska npukna-
IbIBAETCA K AUCTAHUMOHUPYIOWUM PEUIeTKAM IIEPIIEHAUKYAAPHO UX TPAHAM,
BennunHa mporuba TBC ompenenseTcs onTUYECKUMU METOZAMU C TIOMOLIbLIO
TesleKaMephl. ITa XKe YCTaHOBKA MO3BOIAET UCCTIEL0BATb U3TUOHYIO JKECTKOCTD
Kapkaca TBC nocne ussneueruns u3s Hee Bcex TB3108B. B HayuHo-uccnenosarens-
CKOM UHCTWUTYTE aTOMHbLIX PEAKTOPOB I'. JUMUTPOBIpaja UCCEL0BAHO HECKOIb-
Ko pecsatkos TBC BB3P-1000 ¢ BhIrOpaHueM AfepHOT0 TOIIUBA B iUala3oHe OT
~4 o ~ 65 MBT-cyT/krU. 060611€HME N aHANU3 PE3YILTATOB ITUX UCCIIEL0BA-
HUN TTO3BOJIVIN OTIPELENUTb OCHOBHbLIE (AaKTOPH, BAUANLINE HA U3MEHEHWE
n3rnbHom xecrkoctu TBC BBIP-1000 mpu sKcmayaTanum, v MONAYIUTDb SKCITEe-
PUMEHTAJIbHY0 3aBUCUMOCTDb €€ U3MEHEHUA OT BLITOPAHUA.

[TokasaHo, YTO ¢ YBeMYEHUEM BLITOPAaHUA U3rnbHas xecrtkoctb TBCA n TBC-2
C «KECTKUM» KapKacOM YMEHbIIAETCA 10 MUHUMAJIbHLIX 3HAYEHU ~ 5 KI'c/MM
IIPU BHITOPAHUAX OT 45 1o 50 MBT-cyT/KrU, a 3aTeM HauMHAEeT pacTu. YCTaHOB-
JIeHO, UTO XapaKTep usMeHeHWs u3rnbHou xecrkoctu TBC ompepensercs, B
OCHOBHOM, ITYYKOM TB3J10B, B YaCTHOCTU, U3MEHEHUEM CTeIleHW TIOJKATUA TBI-
JI0B B AYENKAX ANCTaHIMOHMpPYowux penetok TBC. MakcumanbHas BennunHa
nporu6a TBCA v TBC-2 HaxoauTcs B Ananasoxe oT 8 10 11 MM IIpU BLITOPAHU-
Ax oT 48 1o 63 MBr-cyr/krU. Breppenne HoBbix KoHCTpyKuuit TBCA n TBC-2
TIOJIHOCTBIO PElInI0 TPo6eMy 6e30MacHO IKCIUIyaTalum MOTJI01A0IIUX CTepP-
HeW CUCTEMBI YITPaBIEHUA U 3amnTHL peakTopa BB3P-1000.

KnioueBbie cnosa: TBC, 783, BBIP, n3rnbHas xectkocTb, BoIropaHue afepHoro Ton-
NVBa, ANCTAHUMOHMPYIOLAs pelleTka, kapkac TBC, nporu6 TBC.

besonacHas paboTta sHepro6nokos A3C c peakTopamu BB3P-1000 Bo MHOrom onpegens-
€TCA TeOMETPUYECKOI CTabUIBLHOCTbIO KOHCTpYKLMK TBC (BennunHa n hopma nporn6a, yron
CKpYYMBaHUA, JIMHA, MONepeyHbli pa3mep, AennaHalua AUCTaHLMOHMPYIOWMX pelleToK) B
TeyeHue BCero cpoka ux akcnnyarauuu. OT u3meHeHMs reomeTpuyeckux napamerpos TBC
3aBUCAT HAAEKHOCTb PabOThl OPraHOB CUCTEMBI yNipaBieHUs 1 3awwuTsl peaktopa (OP CY3), a
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Takxe 6e30MacHOCTb TPAHCMOPTHO-TEXHONOTMYecKUx onepauuit ¢ TBC npu neperpyske spep-
HOTO TOMNMBA BO BPeMs NJIAHOBOTO NpefynpeanTeNbHOr0 PEMOHTA IHEProbIoKa.

Onsa ynyyweHns HeMTPOHHO-DU3NYECKUX XaPaKTEPUCTUK aKTUBHbIX 30H PeaKTOpPOB
BB3P-1000 cepwuitHas TBC co cTanbHbIM Kapkacom Gbina 3aMeHeHa Ha yCOBepLIeHCTBO-
BaHHyto TBC (YTBC), B koTopoit Hanpasnstowue kaHanel (HK) n guctaHumoHupyowme
peweTkyn ([JP) co cTanbHbix 3aMeHeHbl Ha LUpKOHMEBbIe. [IUCTaHLMOHNpYIOLME PeLleTKH
KpenaTcs K LeHTpanbHol Tpy6e TBC, a HK KpensTcs BHM3Y B ONOPHOI pelueTke XBOCTO-
Buka TBC, BBepxy — B ronoske TBC u ceob6oaHo npoxoasat yepes AP [1, 2].

Pe3synbTathl uccneposanui wectu YTBC 8 HUWAP nokasanu, 4To yke nocne ogHOro ton-
NIMBHOTO UMKna (Bbiropanue 10 — 16 MBt-cyt/krU) nporu6 YTBC gocturaet ~ 15 MM 1 umeet
3ursaroo6pasHyio gopmy. MpuunHamm uckpuenerus YTBC moryT 6biTb 0CEBbIE HArpy3KM CO
CTOPOHbI 6110Ka 3awwmTHbIX Tpy6 (B3T) peakTopa, nonepeyHble Harpy3Kn Co CTOPOHbI COCEA-
Hux TBC, a Takxe cHuxeHne n3rnbHoii xectkoctu YTBC npu skcnayatauuu [3, 4]. Mpw Bbi-
ropaHum ~ 40 MBT-cyt/krU nporn6 gocturaet 18 mm. 3T aBa dakTopa, BeNMyMHa nporuba
1 ero hopMma, Kak Obls10 YCTAHOB/IEHO, ABAAIOTCA OCHOBHBIMU NPUYUHAMMU YBENTUYEHUS Bpe-
MeHu napeHua nornowatowmx crepxkHen OP CY3 8 HK TBC, n gaxke BO3MOXHOM KX 3aCTpeBa-
HUW NpU cpabaTbiBaHWM aBapPUItHOI 3aLUMTbI PEAKTOPa, YTO HEAOMYCTUMO C TOYKMU 3peHUs
6e30MmacHOCTY IKCNyaTalUun peakTopa [5, 6].
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Puc. 1. Cxema ycTaHOBKM U3MepeHUs U3rnbHoI kecTkocTu TBC: 1 — y3en kpennenus ronosku TBC; 2 — Tenekamepa;
3 - u3MepuTenbHas NuHellKa; 4 — cunoHarpyxawouwee konblo; 5 — TBC; 6 — y3en kpennexnus xsoctosuka TBC;
7 — nebepnka; 8 — guHamomeTp; 9 — Tpockl; 10 — cToiika Tenekamepsl; 11 — TpoC NOALEMHOTO KpaHa
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[ns uccnepoBaHus n3rnbHoii xectkoctn ob6nyyerHbix TBC 8 HUWAP 6bin paspabo-
TaH MEeTOJ, U BHYTPMKaMepHas ycTaHoBKa (puc. 1), B OCHOBY KOTOPbIX MOJOXEH NPUH-
uun onpepeneruns n3rnbHom xectkoct TBC no BennymHe npornba npu nonepeyHbx
HarpyxeHusx TBC [6 — 8].

YCcTaHOBKa COCTOUT M3 TPEX OCHOBHbIX YACTel — CUIOHATPYKAtoLLei CUCTEMBI, Y3/10B
kpennenus TBC u cuctembl namepeHus npornba TBC c nomoublo Tenekamepsl, nepeme-
watowencs sgonb TBC. Kpennenne TBC B ycTaHOBKEe MMUTUPYET peakTOpHbIe yCNOBUA
kpennenus. Mporu6 TBC ocylecTBaseTcs nyTeM NPUOKEHWUS HArpy3Ku nepneHanKynsp-
HO rpaHsaM Ha yposHe BocbMoi ([P8) nnn peenaguaton (AP12) pucTaHUMOHUPYIOLWNX
pelweToK. Harpy3ka nepegaerca Yepes CMAOHarpyxatoliee KoibLo, KOTOpoe NA0THO Ha-
pesaetca Ha [1P. K KonbLy nogcoeanHAeTCa TPOC, KOTOPbIA C MOMOLLbIO POJIMKOB BbIBO-
AWTCA Yepe3 ropM30HTaNbHYI0 MPOXOLKY 3aWMTHON Kamepbl B ONepaTopcKoe nomelleHue,
roe yepes JMHAMOMETP COANHAETCA C CUNOHArpyxaloLei nebegkoi.

Harpyska k [1P npuknagbiBaetcs ctyneHamu no 10 — 15 Krc ¢ pa3rpy3koin nocne Kax-
[oW cTtyneHu. [1pn 3TOM C NOMOLLbIO TeleKamepbl U3MepseTca cmelleHne Kaxgon [1P B
TBC. Pe3ynbTaThl 06pabatbiBaloTCs, CrNaXmnBaloTcsa U BoccTaHaBamBaetca dopma ocu TBC
noj, Harpy3Koi u nocie CHATUA Harpy3Ku.
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Puc. 2. ®opma ocu TBC npu ucnsitaHusx

Ha pucyHke 2 B KauecTBe npumepa npueefeHa popma ocu TBC npu Harpy3ke Ha 8 [IP
B [IBYX NPOTUBOMOJIOXHbIX HANpaBiieHWUAX: B HanpaBneHumn ot Tpetbei rpaHu TBC B cTo-
POHY WecToi rpaHu n HaobopoT. Ha pucyHKe Take nokasaHa Gopma MCXOAHOTO Npo-
rmba nocne akcnayatauum TBC 1 ocTaTouYHbIX NPOrMGOB Nocie CHATMA Harpysku. OcTa-
TOYHbI Nporub obbsAcHAeTCA B3aumoaeiicTeuem obonoyek T83noB u HK ¢ guctaHumo-
HUpYyloWMMK pelweTkamu npu npornbe TBC noa Harpy3skoii. loctaTouHo c60pKy noase-
CWUTb HA KpaHe U HEMHOTO AepHYTb BBEPX, YTOObI OCTATOYHbIA NPOrnd ncyes.

N3rnbHyto xectkocTb TBC xapakTepusyioT KoadhhuumeHToM ki, KOTOpbIA onpepe-
NAKOT C NOTPEWHOCTbI0 He Bonee 4% 13 3aBUCMMOCTH BEIMYUHBI nporuba B oT npuo-
XeHHOM Harpy3ku F (puc. 3) [7]:

kgc = dF/dB. (1)

06bl4HO KO3hhULMEHT krgc onpeaensioT ans cepeantbl TBC Ha ypoBHe 8 [IP onsi KOHCT-
pykuuit TBC ¢ nATHaALaTbio peleTkamu.
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Puc. 4. N3meHeHne usrubHoi xectkoctu TBC BBIP-1000 oT BbiropaHus

PesynbTatel nccnegosanuii YTBC (puc. 4) nokasanu, 4To npu BbIrOpaHUm NpUMepHO
oT 38 10 48 MBT-cyT/krU ux n3rnbHas }ecTKoCTb yMeHbllaeTca 6osiee YeM B Ba pa3a —
€ 8,3 10 3 — 4 KIc/MM, YTO U MPUBOANT K 3HaYuTenbHoMmy nporundy YTBC [9, 10].

[lna yBenuyeHns n3rnbHo )ecTKocTi pa3paboTaHbl Be KOHCTpyKLuu — TBCA u
TBC-2 c »ecTkuM KapkacoM. B TBCA ecTKoCTb Kapkaca obecneymBaeTcs WeCTbio yron-
Kamu M3 cnnasa 3635, KOTOPble KOHTAKTHO-TOYEYHON CBAPKOW coefuHeHsl ¢ IP. BHu-
3y yronku kpenatca k xsoctoBuky TBCA. LleHTpanbHas Tpy6a u HK cBo6oaHo npoxo-
AAT yepe3 1P v He kpenATca K HUM [11]. B nepBbIX KOHCTPYKLMAX YTONOK 3aKpbiBas
Tpu TB3NA (BMecTe ¢ yrnoBbiM) Ha rpaHu TBCA [12]. N3rubHas xecTKoCcTb Obina yBe-
nuyeHa B cpaBHeHuu ¢ YTBC B aBa pas3a npu BuiropaHusax ot 37 go 55 MBT-cyt/krU
(cm. puc. 4). B panbHeiiwem wupuHa yronkos B TBCA 6bina yMmeHblEH, YTO, €CTECTBEH-
HO, NPUBENO K YMEHbLEHWIO U3TMOHON XKECTKOCTU KOHCTPYKLUYU COOPKM.

B TBC-2 noBblweHMe }KeCTKOCTM Kapkaca cO0pKM focTuraetcs Apyrum o6pa3om: Ha-
npasnsioLLMe KaHaibl C MOMOLLLID KOHTAKTHO-CTLIKOBOW CBApKM KpensaTcs Ko Bcem 18 1P,
BbicoTa [IP yBennyera ¢ 20 go 30 mm, a TonwmHa sdeek [P ysennyera go 0,3 mm [13].
Mpu 3ToM U3rnbHas xecTkocTb TBC-2 HEHAMHOrO OTMYAETCS OT U3TUOHOM KECTKOCTH
TBCA ¢ «y3kum» yronkom (cm. puc. 4).

C nomouwbto pa3paboTaHHOro METOAA M YCTAHOBKM UCCNeJ0BaH BKIAA TBINOB B U3-
rnoHyto xectkoctb TBC BBIP-1000. Mocne uccnegosanus TBC (ocMoTp, M3mMepeHue reo-
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MeTpUYECKMUX NapamMeTpoB U onpefeneHne U3rnbHOM KeCTKOCTU) BbINONHANCA LEMOHTAX
ronosku TBC n n3BneyeHne Bcex TB3INOB M3 Kapkaca. [1pn 3TOM M3mepanoch ycuaune
U3BJeYeHMA TBIOB Yepe3 BCe gucTaHumoHupyowme pewetkn TBC. 3atem Ha Kapkac
ycTaHaBnauBanacb obpatHo ronoska TBC u uccnepgoBanach n3rnbHas KeCTKOCTb KapKa-
ca 6e3 TB3/108B.

WccnepoBaHuMs nokasanu, 4To Nocie 0gHOro TONJAMBHOTO LuKna akcnayaTauum TBCA
n TBC-2, HaunHas ¢ BeiropaHuii Tonamea 15 — 18 MB1-cy1/krU v BNnoTb A0 BbIropaHus
~ 54 MBT-cyT/KrU, }ecTKocTb Kapkaca 3Thx KOHCTpyKUuit TBC He M3MeEHAETCA M HaxoauTca
B AMana3oHe 4 — 4,5 Krc/mm (cM. puc. 4). B 70 e camoe Bpems U3rnbHas XecTKoCTb
TBCA v TBC-2 ¢ BbIropaHueM ymeHbluaeTcs oT npuMepHo 10 Krc/MM Ans HeobNyYeHHbIX
TBC 00 MUHMMaNbHbIX 3HaYEHUI OKONO 5 Krc/MM Npu BeiropaHuax 45 — 50 MBT-cyt/krU,
a 3aTeM HaYyMHaeT yBeNnumBaThCa (CM. puc. 4).

Takoe nosefeHNe N3rMOHOMN KeCTKOCTU 00bACHAETCA BAUAHUEM TB3NOB. Mpu 3kcn-
nyaTauuu fuameTp TBINOB NOJ BO3AENCTBUEM N3OLITOYHOTO AABNEHUSA TENNOHOCUTENS
yMeHbLAETCA BNAOTb O MIOTHOIO KOHTAKTa 000/104KM C TONAMUBHBIMU TabneTkamu. [ins
T837108 BBIP-1000 TaKoW KOHTAKT HacTynaeT npu MaKCMManbHOM 3HAa4YE€HWUMW BbITOpPaHUA
B TBane oT 50 go 60 MBt-cyt/krU (puc. 5) [14 — 17]. Npwu 3ToM AnameTp 060104KM
TB3JI0B YMeHblWaeTcs npumepHo Ha 0,08 MMm. 3aTem noj BO3AENCTBMEM pacnyxatoLero
TONNMBA NPONUCXOANUT «06paTHas» aedopmaLmsa 060104KM U AUAMETP HAYNHAET YBESU-
4yMBaTbCA.
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Puc. 5. N3meHeHue guametpa obonoyek 1837108 BBIP-1000 B 3aBUCMMOCTYM OT BbIrOpaHUs Tonanea
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Puc. 6. Ycunue nspneyenuns t8anos 3 kapkaca TBC BBIP-1000

YMeHblWeHWe auameTpa 060104KM TBINOB NPUBOJUT K YMEHbLIEHMIO YCUAUSA UX NOA-
XaTua B AYernKax LUCTAHLMOHUPYIOWMX peweToK W, KaK CNefCTBUE, K YMEHbLIEHNIO U3-
rMOHOI ECTKOCTM KOHCTPYKLMM TBC. YMEHbleHMe YyCUAKUSA NOMKATUA TBINOB B AYeiKax
AVNCTAaHLMOHUPYIOWMX PeleTOK KOCBEHHO NOATBEPXKAAETCA U3MEHEHUEM YCUANUA U3BTe-
YyeHus TBaNOB U3 Kapkaca TBC ot BbiropaHus. Ha pucyHke 6 npuBefeHbl pe3ynbTaThl
ycpefHeHua no Bcem 312-tu tBanam B TBC v gnana3oHbl U3MEHEHUA YCUNTUIA U3BAEYe-
HWA TB3NOB 13 KapkacoB TBCA n TBC-2 B 3aBMCUMOCTHM OT BbIropaHusa. MuHumym ycunus
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U3BJIEYEHMA NPUXOANTCA HA cpeaHee BbiropaHue no TBC ~ 44 MBT-cyt/krU [10]. Ecnu
YUUTHIBATbL K(PU3NUECKYIO» PAa3HULY B 3HAYEHUAX CpefiHero BbiropaHus no TBC u makcu-
MANbHOTO 3HAYEHWA BbIFOPaHKUA B TB3NIE, TO MUHUMYMbI Ha pUC. 5 U 6 NpuxoaATCA Npu-
611M3UTeNbHO Ha OAMHAKOBLIN AMana3oH BbIrOPaHMii B nepecyeTe Ha CpefjHee Bbiropa-
Hue B TBC.

B uncnoBom BbipaxeHUn BKAag TB3J0B B U3rMbHYI0 ecTkocTb TBC B 3aBMCHMOCTH
OT BbIFOPAHMA MOXHO NOAYYUTb U3 AAHHBIX PUC. 4, UCMONbL3YA NPOCTYI0 hopMyny

ks /ktac = (ktsc — Kuap) / ks, (2)

rae ks - U3rnbHas XKecTKoCTb, BHOCUMASA MYYKOM TBINOB; Kyap - M3rMOHAA KECTKOCTb
kapkaca TBC.

Tak kak He ons Bcex TBC, npeactaBneHHbix Ha puc. 4, uccnenoBanach u3rnbHas xe-
CTKOCTb KapKaca, Obl10 NPUHATO fONYLWEHME, 4TO U3rMOHAA eCcTKOoCTb Kapkaca TBCA u
TBC-2 B auana3oHe BbiropaHuii ot 0 fo 70 MBT-cyT/KkrU npakTuyecku He nameHsercsa. B
CoOTBETCTBMU C 3TUM s TBC, y KOTOpbIX He U3MepsAnach U3rMOHas KeCTKOCTb KapKaca,
ee BeNIMYMHA NPUHUMANAch PaBHON CPpefHeMY 3HaYeHNI0 kP, = 4,23 Krc/MM, nonyyeH-
HOMY U3 3KCNepUMeHTaNbHbIX JaHHbIX ans natu TBC (cM. puc. 4) c BeiropaHuem ot ~ 15
10 ~ 54 MBT-cyT/KrU.
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Puc. 7. Bknag nyuyka TB3N0B B U3rMOHyI0 XecTKocTb TBC B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT BbITOpaHUs

[Ins HeobnyyeHHbix TBCA n TBC-2 60% M3rMOHOM KeCTKOCTU COOPOK NPUXOAMUTCA Ha
M3rMOHYI0 XKeCTKOCTb nyyka 83108 (puc. 7). Mocne nepBoro rofa skcnayaTauumu Bkag
TB3/10B B U3rnMOHYI0 ecTkocTb TBC ymeHbwaeTcs Ha 20% M AOCTUrAET CBOEr0 MUHUMY-
Ma B 20% npw fanbHenwWwen akcnayaTayum Ao Bbiropanus ~ 48 MBt-cyt/krU. 3aTtem Ha-
YMHAETCSA POCT BKNafa TBINOB B U3rMOHYIO KECTKOCTb, BbI3BAHHbLIA YBENUYEHUEM KX
AMaMeTpa u3-3a pacnyxaHus TONAUBHbIX TabneTok. Mpu BuiropaHum ~ 65 MBT-cyt/kru
BKNAf TBINOB B U3rMOHYI0 XecTkocTb TBC yBennymBaeTcs npumMepHo Ao 34%.
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Puc. 8. N3meHeHne Bennunubl nporu6a TBC oT BbIropaHus

MakcumanbHas 3aperucTpupoBaHHas BennymnHa npornba y TBCA He npeBbiwaeT 8 Mm
BNJOTb A0 BbiropaHuit 63 MBT-cyT/krU, y TBC-2 npu Beiropanuu 48 MBT-cyt/krU npo-
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rn6 He npesblwaet 11 mm (puc. 8). Mpu 3tom hopma npornda n3meHmnack ¢ 3uraaroob-
pasHoil Ha fyroobpasHyto.

YBenuyeHue n3rnbHom xxectkoctn koHcTpykuuit TBCA n TBC-2 no3sonuno kapanHaib-
HO pewWwunTb NpobaeMy 6€30MacHOCTH, CBA3AHHYIO C IKCMyaTalMeil NOrowWaowmx crep-
)XHeil opraHoB cucTembl ynpasneHus u 3awmutsl peaktopa (MC CY3), yto noaTBepxpaeT-
€, Npex/e BCero, NoAOXKMUTENbHBIM ONMbITOM MX 3KCMyaTauuu [18 — 20].

3AK/TIOYEHHUE

Pa3paboTka HOBbIX KOHCTpyKUKit TBC BBIP-1000 ¢ xecTkum kapkacom (TBCA un
TBC-2) no3Bosinia CylWweCcTBEHHO YBENNYUTL U3TUOHYIO0 XecTKoCTb TBC M yMeHbWNTD
BEJIMYMHY UX MPOrnba Ao MaKCUManbHbIX 3HaYeHuit 8 — 11 MM, 4to obecneynBaert be-
3onacHyto paboty MNC CY3. MNMoka3aHo, 4To U3MeHeHMe U3rnbHoI xecTkocTu TBC npu
3KcnayaTaLumu, B OCHOBHOM, ONpefenaeTcs BKAAJOM My4yKa TBIJOB U U3MEHEHUEM
CTENEHMN UX NOJKATUA B AYeliKax AUCTaHLMOHMPYIOWMUX pelweToK. BHegpeHne HOBbIX
TEXHUYECKUX pelleHnit, TaKUX KaK: yMeHbleHe KONnYecTBa AMCTaHLMOHUPYIOLUKX
peweTok ¢ 15 o 12 n 3atem g0 8; U3MEeHEHUEe KOHCTPYKLMUKN TB3N1a — YMEHbLIeHne
TONWMHBI 060/104KM, yMEHbLIEHWE AMAMETPANLHOTO 3a30pa Mexay 0607104KoiM U TON-
NUBHBIMW TabNeTKaMu, yBenuyeHne ANuHbl TB31a, MOTYT MPUBECTU K U3MEHEHUIO U3-
rméHom xectkoctn TBC BBIP-1000 n TpebyloT 3KcnepuMeHTaNibHOro 060CHOBaHUA.
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IN-SERVICE CHANGE IN THE FLEXURAL RIGIDITY

OF THE VVER-1000 FUEL ASSEMBLIES

Pavlov S.V.

Sosny R&D Company

4a Dimitrov Ave, Dimitrovgrad, Ulyanovsk reg., 433507 Russia
ABSTRACT

In-service dimensional stability of the VVER-1000 reactor fuel assemblies (FA)
depends to a great extent on their flexural rigidity. A decrease in the flexural rigidity
in the process of the FA operation in the reactor may lead to such FA bowing as will
make it difficult for the absorber rods of the reactor control and protection system
to move in the FA guide channels. This is not admissible from the point of view of
the reactor operation safety.

This paper describes a method and a facility for the hot cell testing of the
irradiated VVER-1000 FA flexural rigidity. The method is based on measurements of
the FA bowing induced by cross-sectional loading. The load applied to the spacer grids
is perpendicular to the grid ribs, and the FA bowing is measured optically using a TV
camera. The facility can also be used to test the flexural rigidity of the FA skeleton
after all of the fuel rods are removed. Several tens of VVER-1000 FAs with a burnup
of ~ 4 to ~ 65 MW-day/kgU were tested by Dimitrovgrad Research Institute of Atomic
Reactors. The generalization and an analysis of the test results have made it possible
to identify the major factors that contribute to the in-service change in the flexural
rigidity of the VVER-1000 FAs and to determine the experimental dependence of its
change on burnup.

It has been shown that an increase in the burnup causes the flexural rigidity
of TVSA and TVS-2 FAs with a rigid skeleton to decrease to the minimum value of
5 kgf/mm, the burnup being 45 to 50 MW-day/kgU, and then to start growing again.
It has been found out that it is the fuel bundle, specifically the change in the force
of the fuel rod compression in the spacer grid, that is responsible for the change
in the FA flexural rigidity. The maximum TVSA and TVS-2 FA bowing is in the range
of 8 to 11 mm while the burnup is 48 to 63 MW-day/kgU. The newly adopted TVSA
and TVS-2 FA designs have contributed to the safe operation of the VVER-1000
control and protection system’s absorber rods.

Key words: fuel assembly, fuel rod, VVER, flexural rigidity, fuel burnup, spacer grid,
FA skeleton, FA bowing.
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